CORONATION    OF    KING    GEORGE    V
were the motives which guided him, as a sovereign, and a
father.
There were inevitable occasions during his life when King
George allowed himself to be lured into pageantry, much
against his will. He did not mind the long, monotonous hours
of labour over his desk, but he shunned ceremonies and dis-
liked the panoply of kingship. When the glory of the Corona-
tion had passed he divested himself of his grand robes and
returned to the sober clothes which suited his character. Now
it was Prince Edward who took on the old glamour of princes.
When he walked across the greensward of Carnarvon Castle,
to be invested as Prince of Wales, he might have been a
legendary figure straying through the scenes of one of Scott's
novels. Carnarvon is not as old as Windsor, but its roofs have
tumbled in and its towers yawn open to the sky. There is no
life about these old walls, within which Edward the First
offered his son to the Welshmen to appease their discontent.
Carnarvon is a ruin now, with one great wall facing the sea
and another casting shadows over the inland stretches where
the Romans made the camp of Segontium a thousand years
ago.
The Prince of Wales of the twentieth century walked here:
dressed in his velvet surcoat and white breeches, he seemed
to be a messenger from the dark centuries, bringing his Herald
and Arch-Druids and Druids at his heels. He was the nineteenth
Prince of Wales, but he was the first to speak to the Welsh
people in their own tongue, described by themselves as "the
language spoken in Heaven." It was a sign of the conscientious-
ness that was to mark so many of his actions in later life, that
he learned a few phrases of Welsh so that he could say to
them: "Mor o gan yw Cymru i gyd" ("All Wales is a sea of
song"). His young, fresh voice gathered strength as he con-
quered his shyness. "The great title that I bear," he said, "as
well as my name David, all bind me to Wales." In the language
of the records, he was "presented before the King in his surcoat,
cloak and mantle of crimson velvet, and girt with a belt of the
same; when the King putteth a cap of crimson velvet, indented
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